1766]                  To George Montagu                      77

minority may be increased possibly to-morrow by twenty
more on the East Indian affair, if the Cavendishes and
Yorkes carry to it all their little strength.

The Duke of Ancaster is Master of the Horse, and Lord
Delaware succeeds him in the same post to the Queen;
Lord Hilsborough and Lord Despencer are joint Postmasters,
Nugent First Lord of Trade, and Stanley Cofferer.

This is enough to give you some idea of the late hurricane.
I have just received yours of November 18th, with an account
of your disorder, and the arrival of Lady Holland. I wish
your letter had been dated a few days later, that I might be
sure you had not suffered by your rash attentions to her.
You would like her much if you knew her more, as I hope
you will at her return. It will be extraordinary indeed if
Lord Holland recovers enough to return with her.

Our burlettas will make the fortunes of the managers.
The Buona Figliuola9, which has more charming music than
ever I heard in a single piece, is crowded every time; the
King and Queen scarce ever miss it. Lovattini is incom-
parable, both for voice and action. But the serious opera,
which is alternate, suffers for it. Guarducci's voice is
universally admired, but he is lifeless, and the rest of the
company not to be borne. Adieu! and let me hear you are
quite welL
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Strawberry Hill, Dec. 12, 1766.

PBAY what are you doing?

Or reading or feeding?

Or drinking or thinking?

Or praying or playing?

Or walking or talking?

Or riding about to your neighbours?

9 Ceccliina> oatfa la ftwona Mgliuola, an. extremely popular buffo opera by
Nicoola Bccim (1728-1800). Friday last,
